
Case Study /

University of Salford meets funder-mandated expectations for open access to research data

The Challenge

While the IT Services Division at University 

of Salford has been providing centralised 

storage capabilities for research data, 

many researchers have been ‘doing their 

own thing’ and sourcing their own solution 

to their research data management (RDM) 

needs. 

The extensive use by both researchers and 

principal investigators of memory sticks, 

external hard drives and cloud storage 

services like Dropbox and Google Drive has 

been the norm for researchers across the 

range of Schools at the University. 

While devices and services such as these 

are easy to procure and use, they are not 
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University of Salford has deployed an integrated discovery and storage 

solution based on Arkivum/100 and Figshare. 

“Meeting the expectations of the funding body that 

provides nearly a third of our research funding was 

something we took very seriously. Deploying a service 

to our researchers that is easy for them to use and 

that gives us a scalable platform for future expansion 

underpinned the whole project.

”
Hannah Baker, Research Data Manager, 

The Library at University of Salford

Deriving 30% of its research funding from the EPSRC, the University of Salford 

required a reliable and scalable solution to the challenge of providing long-term 

open access to funded research data. 

The integrated Arkivum / Figshare solution provides a straightforward way for 

researchers and principal investigators to store, manage and share their increasing 

volumes of research data while meeting funder requirements for open access. 

a sustainable, scalable or reliable way to 

store and share large volumes of research 

data in a way that meets funder-mandated 

requirements for long-term open access to 

research data (for example the expectations 

of the EPSRC that is providing the University 

with on average £2.2m a year in research 

funding and that expects data to be available 

for 10 years or more).

30%
The amount of research 

funding that the University 

gets from the EPSRC.



The Benefits

Familiar and easy to use

The University now has a centrally delivered 

and supported research data management 

service for researchers that complies with 

EPSRC mandates for data accessibility and 

long-term availability. Being based on a 

Figshare front-end to the Arkivum storage 

service, the system provides researchers 

with a familiar and easy to use workflow 

that encourages compliance and as such 

provides a reliable and scalable way to 

make their data discoverable and sharable.

Expand campus-wide

With this system, the University has the 

potential to expand the project to include 

all research groups across the campus 

and to meet the diverse requirements for 

long-term access and storage as defined 

by other UK and European funding bodies. 

The Solution 

Common solution

Limiting the scope of the project to initially 

just deal with the data arising from EPSRC-

funded research (the immediate need), 

the University selected the same solution 

as Loughborough University whereby 

Figshare provide online access to recent 

and frequently accessed research data, and 

allow data to be submitted by researchers, 

and Arkivum provides long-term archiving 

services for research data that is 

infrequently accessed, with guarantees 

against data corruption.

Figshare & Arkivum

This option makes use of bundled Figshare 

storage, and a local physical Arkivum 

gateway appliance. The key elements of 

this option include the initial purchase of 

10TB of Arkivum/100™ archive storage, 

plus a physical gateway appliance with a 

similar storage capacity for caching and 

fast access. This appliance is expandable to 

72TB with the addition of more / larger disk 

drives.

The Arkivum Service provides a 100% data 

integrity guarantee by holding data in two 

separate data centres, and a third at an 

escrow site to provide resilience.

3
The minimum number 

of copies of each digital 

file that the University of 

Salford will store in the 

Arkivum Service.

Why Arkivum?

Every bit archived.

Arkivum is an innovative, fast growing data 

archiving provider, specialising in delivering 

long-term archiving solutions with unique 

bit level preservation and an unrivalled 

100% data integrity guarantee.

We are growing in the education, healthcare, 

life sciences, heritage and culture sectors 

where the need to retain and provide access 

to large volumes of data for many years to 

come is paramount.

Arkivum works with a range of partners 

to deliver integrated solutions for data 

discovery,  sharing, publishing, preservation 

and management.
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Do YOU need 

a research 

data discovery 

and archiving 

solution?

If yes, get in 

touch now.

“The Arkivum / Figshare service gives us the 

opportunity to showcase our research and 

celebrate the creation and re-use of valuable 

datasets in progressing knowledge.  We 

believe the capability will help us achieve all 

our project goals and are already planning the 

campus-wide roll-out.

”
Hannah Baker, Research Data Manager, 

The Library at University of Salford


